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ACTION ORM-02 

INFO OCT-OI EA-09 10-13 ISO-00 DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-I5 PRS-OI SP-02 VO-03 
INSE-00 /057 W 

040722Z 05 1341 /I5 

R 040200Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7047 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS SINGAPORE 0467 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, VS, SN 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES-BOAT CASE- HOSEI MARU 

1. SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES OE EEBRUARY 2 CARRIED ARTICLE HEADLINED 
"SHIP BRINGS IN 99 VIET REEUGEES". ARTICLE REPORTS THAT THE JAPANESE 
SHIP "HOSEI MARU" HAD PICKED UP THE SUBJECT LAST WEEK FROM A SINKING 
BOAT IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. THERE ARE 26 MEN, 29 WOMEN AND 44 CHILDR 
EN 

IN THIS GROUP. 

2. THE MASTER OF THE 1,514 TON VESSEL HAS BEEN REQUESTED BY SINGAPORE 
IMMIGRATION TO SIGN A BOND FOR S$1 MILLION (APPROX. US$4000,000). AN 
IMMIGRATION SPOKESMAN SAID THE REFUGEES WOULD BE REQUIRED TO STAY ON 
BOARD UNTIL ACCEPTED BY TC. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 00467 040502Z 

3. AT TIME OF THE ARTICLE, THE SHIP WAS AT THE EASTERN QUARANTINE 
ANCHORAGE, BUT IS EXPECTED ALONGSIDE THE WHARVES AFTERNOON 
FEBRUARY 3, TO DISCHARGE CARGO. 

4. CONOFF TELCON WITH LOCAL UNHCR REP. CONFIRMED SHIP WILL 
UNLOAD TODAY. REP STATES JAPANESE GOVERNMENT WILL SEND LETTER 
OF GUARANTEE TO GOS, TO ENABLE GROUP TO COME ASHORE. JAPAN, 
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REPORTEDLY, WILL SEEK TCS EOR SOME OE THE REEUGEES, BUT WILL 
TAKE THOSE NOT ACCEPTED BY OTHER COUNTRIES. 

5. UNHCR HAS PROMISED TO EURNISH EMBASSY WITH PRELIMINARY 
BIODATA EOR REEUGEES WHO ARE EORMER USG EMPLOYEES AND EOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE RELATIVES IN THE U.S. 

HOLDRIDGE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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